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The Numbers
NUMBERS TO DESIGN BY AND REMEMBER
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ONE THEME
When designing any publications, stick to one
theme. Think out your themes ahead of time and try
to correlate them to the month. For example, this
month's theme for my newsletters is Thanksgiving!

TWO FONTS
For everything from newsletters to posters, use two
fonts when creating content. Use one font for your
titles and another for your body text. For even more
diversity, use your body text as a title sometimes and
make it bold and in all caps. Mix it up!

THREE COLORS
This is a great rule to work by. There are two ways to
approach this method: you can use one background color
and three different colors for fonts / graphics (as I do), or
you could use the same text color and use three different
colors for your background / graphics. Whatever you choose,
keep things different. Don't simply repeat what you did on
the previous page of your publications.



FALL RALLY
the servin' seventies

Although registration is now closed, there is still
lots to do to prepare for the event! If you're a
club editor or webmaster and are coming to
Fall Rally, come see me at either of my
workshops.
 

Emery Editors/Webmasters
Groovy Graphics

 
The former is a training seminar for editors and
webmasters that will give you some secret tips
and tricks to succeed in the remainder of your
term. And if you're struggling with graphic
design, pop in to Groovy Graphics to learn how
I create content of all sorts.
 
I hope to see you all there!
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WRITING 101
A  C R A S H  C O U R S E
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STAY FOCUSED
Distraction is the enemy of all great art. When writing
newsletters or even academic essays, set a timer for the
amount of time you want to stay focused and on task. Do not
do anything else but work until the timer goes off. I usually set a
timer for 20-30 minutes of pure focus and then take a 2-5
minute brain break.

DON'T BE LAZY
Design is not the only aspect where you have to be acutely
aware of your audience. Writing is too!  Download a tool like
Grammarly to help with your grammar and spelling, and try not
to make basic mistakes. If you're writing for an English class,
you would write with professionalism. Do the same on your
publications.

READ IT AGAIN
Once you've finished writing a publication, read it once to
yourself, once out loud, and once to someone else. If you
haven't practically memorized your own writing by the time
you've released the publication, you need to read it again.

DO IT DAILY
Writing is a skill you can develop just like any other. But it takes
practice. Write or read at least once a day, every day to
increase your skills. This will not only help with your writing
abilities, but will increase your vocabulary and benefit you
greatly in the academic world. No matter what you do in life,
you're going to have to write something at least once. Use your
position as an opportunity to grow.


